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Charities that benefitted
through raising money
and awareness:
As this is the last news letter

What a school year!
Back in September we were still celebrating our Centenary Year. The school finally became 100 years old on
11th November 2014 and the celebrations proved to be a great success. Mrs Gale’s inspirational choirs performed to literally thousands of spectators and the evening ended in a spectacular firework display.
This year also saw an end to our significant building programme. We now have all the classrooms we need
to cope with the 3 classes in each year group. The school continues to grow and prosper but we are adamant that we still retain our family feel (albeit a very large family). We have now replaced over half the original windows and efforts are still underway to secure the funding to replace remainder 80+ windows.
With an ever increasing number of pupils we are continually employing additional staff. I can assure you
that Oakwood Avenue takes every effort to employ staff of a very high quality approximately 6 months before they take up their posts and this approach has proved to be very successful. All staff for September
2015 are now in place and the recruitment process for September 2016 will begin in February.
This year our children have shone more than ever. The standards our children have achieved from Reception Class through Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 and ending in Year 6 are higher than ever before. This can
only be achieved when our children are supported by both staff and family. When we all work together our
children prosper academically and socially. Whenever our children are away with school we continually
receive positive praise from members of the public regarding their manners and attitude. Our children’s
talents have also been recognised in a sporting arena and this will culminate this week at the Halliwell
Jones Stadium where our school rugby team will be playing in the finals of the town’s prestigious 7’s competition.
Next year sees a change to our holiday programme. Families will have 5 opportunities to take a 2 week
holiday including the two weeks in October. This will mean that we will finish later in the Summer but it will
give families the chance to purchase holidays at less peak times. I would like to wish all our Year 6 children
the very best of luck as they move to their high schools and I trust you all have an enjoyable Summer break
and are looking forward to an exciting and successful 2015/2016 school year.

Term dates 2015/16
Autumn term : 3rd September—16th October; 2nd November—18th December ;
Spring term : 4th January 2016—12th February 2016; 22nd February—24th March 2016;
Summer term : 7th April 2016—27th May 2016; 13th June 2016—28th July 2016;
Bank Holiday 2nd May 2016; INSET day 1st July 2016

of the year, we thought
we would make a
i t
a
s p e c i a l
edition celebrating an
Oaky event from June. Mr
Cunningham has also
written the last article on
the back page to sum up
the year so we hope you
enjoy reading this.
Make a Difference (MAD)
week started at Oakwood
Avenue CP School during
the week beginning, 8th
June 2015. The idea
behind it was that our
children learnt about
charitable work and the
true meaning of being
kind, thoughtful and
thinking of others.
However, the week itself
extended beyond our
children and beyond our
wildest dreams which is
why we wanted to share

this celebratory special
edition newspaper with
you. This turned out to be
a week of our whole
school family (parents,
grandparents,
governors and all staff) coming
together, for coffee mornings, It’s a Knockout fun,
many stalls and lots of
fundraising.
It definitely was a week of
fun
and
madness,
alongside
the
true
purpose of the week. Our
entire Oaky family raised
a huge amount of money
for the different charities
and also a huge amount
of awareness of them
too.
This special news letter
has been produced by a
team of Year 5 reporters
who went out and about
during the week to

Mrs Reilly’s Young
Apprentice Challenge for
The Shannon Bradshaw
Trust
Early Years—Marie Curie
Cancer Care
capture the events. They
gave up their own time
and even worked at
home on it. Many thanks
to Luci Gamble, Sophie
Ireland, Molly Jones,
Jessica
Mottram, Tay
Nash, and Ellie Poole, —
you worked so very hard!
Please
enjoy
this
celebration of our Oaky
family at its best!
Many thanks to you all for
supporting our MAD
week too, we hope you
had as much fun as we
did!

Mrs Reilly

Year 1—Act for Wildlife
(Chester Zoo)
Year 2—Warrington
Foodbank
Year 3—Cheshire Dogs’
Home
Year 4—Random Acts of
Kindness
Year 5—The Children’s
Adventure Farm Trust
Year 6—Help for Heroes
KS2 Woodies and
Oakies—The Shannon
Bradshaw Trust
Grown up Kids—It’s a
Knockout for The
Shannon Bradshaw Trust
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When children leave our
school we want them to
have the skills which enable
them to access high school
education successfully and
the wider world in which
they live. In order to do this,
we have our Oaky 5. These
are key skills and attitudes
which underpin all learning
in our school community,
whether that be during lessons, in the playground, on
trips or in the school canteen. All members of our

school community support
The Oaky 5.
MAD week was a perfect
example of our Oaky 5 on
show! As you read each
article from the various
crazy
activities and fun
filled events throughout the
week, see if you can spot our
Oaky 5 in action!

Be Respectful - towards yourself, towards others (this would include manners as well)
school property, keeping safe, freedom from
bullying.

Are members of our
Oaky family persevering,
setting and achieving
goals in their charitable

As always, our Oaky family came together
exceptionally well to raise awareness and make
a difference to the world in which we live.

Are members of our
Oaky family showing
respect for charities and
each other?

Be Yourself – knowing it’s ok to change your
mind, having moral courage, stand up for
what you think it right, being able to admit
mistakes, reflect on yourself as a learner, thinking for yourself, being prepared to step out of
your comfort zone because you feel emotionally, physically and socially safe.

Are people in our Oaky family
standing up for what is right,
stepping out of their comfort zone
and showing good morals?

What we have given

Are members of our Oaky
family trying something
new, enjoying themselves,
being persuasive and risk
taking?

(More is still coming in on a
weekly basis as Mrs
Anderton wants it to be a
MAD year!)

Be Creative – ask questions, debate, challenge,
trial and error, think out of the box, risk-taking,
try something new, thinking for yourself, be
persuasive, investigate, show fascination,
enjoyment, willingness to reflect.

Are members of our Oaky
family working towards
common goals, working
together and winning
and losing gracefully?

Be Committed – perseverance, setting goals
and achieving them, taking the good with the
bad, understanding your importance within
the whole.

Oakwood Avenue
CP School



Children with life threatening illnesses
have more opportunities to a better quality
of life



More people with cancer are cared for and
supported



More families have access to more food



More animals are being protected and fed



Acts of kindness have been spread



The work of many more charities is
understood.
What we have gained



A true sense of community



A sense of pride



Even more fun than normal



Our Oaky 5 shown in practice



Happiness



Tolerance



A greater understanding and awareness of
voluntary work and its value


Be Flexible – working collaboratively, working
independently, being patient, taking turns,
compromising, working with others towards a
common goal, winning and losing gracefully,
showing initiative, setting own goals and
working without distractions.

A huge amount of money raised for
charities as our grand total raised to
date is…..
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Mrs Reilly set a Young Apprentice
Challenge to Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. Each
year group were given £10 capital and
they had to raise as much profit as
possible, however they chose. Profits
raised are going to The
Shannon
Bradshaw Trust and the winning year
group were presented with a trophy!
Here’s what each year group decided to
do during MAD week and this article
has pictures of each event:
Year 3 - opened up their classrooms for
tattoos, nails and a very creative photo
booth. Their profits totalled £152.92
Year 4—set up a lunchtime bingo
session for children in KS2 and an after
school bingo session for families with
some amazing donated prizes. Their
profits totalled £114.35
Year 5—became all creative and actually
chalked children’s (and the odd crazy
adult’s) hair. Their profits totalled
£160.80
Year 6—capitalised on the hot weather
(and the popularity of Frozen) and set
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up an ice pop stall every break and
lunchtime. They even sold some at the
end of the school day to rival the ice
cream van’s profits. They totalled
£217.79
Key Stage 2 Oakies and Woodies— Key
Stage 2 Oakies set up and ran Paddy’s
Café, every break time and Key Stage 2
Woodies baked their own cakes to sell
to children during MAD week. Due to
small class numbers, their profits were
pooled and they made £198.50
The admin block and the Senior
Leadership along with parents decided
to regain their youth by cycling to
Guildford (which is where Mrs Reilly
was born) a total of 211 miles. They may
not have moved anywhere physically
but throughout the day on Friday they
definitely had fun on 3 static bikes
clocking up the miles. They raised a total
of £46.07 in their bucket of loose
change.

“The competition, fun and events shown
this week during Young Apprentice
challenge went far beyond my wildest
dreams. Thank you so much to all
children who took part and to the staff
and parents, too, who gave up their time
to make this work! Being part of the
Oaky family is just a privilege!
Joanne Reilly

Written by Luci Gamble
& Ellie Poole

This event, through sponsorship and entrance fees, raised in excess of £1000 for The Shannon
Bradshaw Trust (the money is still coming in). A huge thank you to everyone who took part and for
those who came along and supported us! A special thanks to Lisa Horton and Josh Woods and
their organisers for setting up the event and making sure it was so much fun!

Young Apprentice
of the Year 2015
Year 6

The Winners—Key Stage 1 Rugrats
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Cancer will be cured!
From Monday to Friday of MAD week,
Nursery and Reception have been
learning about the charity Marie Curie
and how it helps people who are very
ill. They have also learnt what MAD
stands for, Making A Difference. The
staff in Reception printed out a template
of a hand and a heart and if a child
made a difference in the class, they had
their name written in the template.
Parents were invited into school to
inform their child’s class teacher if they
made a difference at home, they could
then write their name in the template.
The teachers introduced this amazing
charity to the children with a chat on
the carpet about how it helps people
who are not as well as everyone else. At

the end of the week both Nursery and
Reception had a Mad
Hatter’s Tea
Party where a special guest, Elsa, visited
and played party games with them!
They even made their own Mad Hats at
home, which were just fantastic!

MAD week wouldn’t have been the same without some big kid fun! Thanks to Lisa
Horton, who had the idea of organising this event, the grown ups of school were
able to join in the craziness of the week by competing against each other in teams
representative of school. (Early Years were welcoming new members to our Oaky
family, at our Nursery open evening, but they have promised to get in training for
the event next time round.)

Aimee D, a reception pupil said that
Marie Curie is a good charity to give
money to
because it helps poorly
people get better.

It took place on the field on Wednesday after school. Each team had been filmed
earlier in the day with a challenge to come up with a team name, team slogan
and team handshake! Classes voted on their favourite and the winning team were

In total they raised an amazing £300 for
Marie Curie.

Key Stage 1 Rugrats

Written by Sophie Ireland, Molly Jones
and Ellie Poole

Their team name came from the fact that they
are a mischievous bunch who wanted to win!
Slogan—Roll it, shake it, victory, let’s take it!

The A Team
Their team name came with an 80s theme
and the A stood for Admin, the A Team
were always a force to be reckoned with.

Lower Key Stage 2—118s
Their team name came from the 118 advert for obvious reasons

Slogan—Gaz (Our big boss, Mr Cunningham)
Says Go like ‘Frankie Says Relax’ for those old
enough to remember!

Slogan—Got your number 118!!

Kung Fu Parents
This team were made up of parents, and they
clearly meant business!

Elsa came to visit

Slogan—

Upper Key Stage 2 Mean Marines
Dressed up as marines, this group of ‘adults’
felt strong enough to take on everyone else!
Slogan— 1, 2, 3, 4, Mean Marines are going
to win this war! ATTENTION!

Cleaning and mid-day staff (plus Mrs
Reilly’s niece)- The Moptastics
Their team name is came from them being
fantastic with mops!
Slogan—If you lose the mop, we’ll clean
the slop!!
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GO ORANGE FOR ORANGUTANS

Mrs Jaeger came up with a great idea to
spin a yarn of money for the Shannon
Bradshaw Trust. With her amazing
talent, she hooked in the teaching staff
by creating the most fantastic products
to go out to auction to the highest
bidder, during KS2 Woodies cake sale
on the Friday of MAD week.
The products included scarves,
handbags, bunnies, hats, baby blankets,
socks and so much more. School staff
were invited to place their bids in envelopes and the highest bidder won the
product.

However, due to high demand there
were bidding wars over some of the
products. Miss Coates and Mrs McIntosh
entered a bidding war for a grey hat
which went up in 10ps, Mrs McIntosh
won it at £16.

Such is the demand for these products
that Mrs Jaeger has now turned her
hook to making products for the YMCA
and The Lee Bonsall Memorial Fund.
Check out the pictures of these amazing
products below.

There was even a telephone bid for the
bunny rabbit between Mrs Gale and
Miss Gartland in which Miss Gartland
won it for £36.

By Mrs Reilly

In total, Mrs Jaeger raised £452 for the
Shannon Bradshaw Trust through her
crocheting skills!

“The products were amazing
and all at The Shannon
Bradshaw Trust are so
impressed by Jill’s (Mrs
Jaeger) talents and hard
work. Thank you”
Patti Bradshsaw (founder) of
The Shannon Bradshaw Trust

During M.A.D week, Year 1 chose to
raise money for Chester Zoo’s (Act for
Wildlife) for the orangutans. The reason
Year 1 chose this interesting charity
was because their next topic was
endangered animals and the
orangutans are one of those animals in
danger of
becoming extinct.
The Year 1 teachers decided to begin
the topic introducing the charity and
the meaning of endangered. They also
decided it would be a good idea to use
this charity because for every £10
donated a tree will be planted in a
rainforest populated with orangutans.
The work of this charity is so important
because Chester Zoo, Act for Wildlife,
gives amazing care to the orangutans
for example, food care and (all sorts of
other things help with the conservation
of this beautiful animal) to help them
because they are so rare in the wild—
Borneo and Samatra are the only two
places they live in the wild.
When questioned Year 1 students
replied with interesting different
answers, ”We are raising the money by

doing different stalls and games.”
Another child replied that some of the
stalls and games were; nail painting,
face painting, how many bugs in the
jar, name the orangutan and throw
the wet sponge at the teacher (poor
Miss Read!).
The event took place on Friday
afternoon of MAD week and was a
huge community success. Many parents
and grandparents visited the stalls and
the playground was a sea of orange!
Year 1 started the event by performing
’King of the Swingers’ complete with
personalised lyrics! They raised a huge
amount of £346.05 and when Year 1
visited Chester Zoo on 22nd June, they
were presented with a certificate at the
Realm of the Red Ape, home to the
orangutans!

By Tay Nash & Jess Mottram

“It has been a really fun afternoon
and lots of interesting things were
on sale.”
Year 1 parent
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caked with excitement
Year 2 have done amazing charitable
work during this week. They have done
some fantastic work linked to the
Foodbank. They were given work to
complete which raised awareness of the
Foodbank and they finished them with
the standards really high. Given that the
Foodbank need more money to buy
more food, they held an event in the
Parents’ Café on the Thursday morning
of MAD Week that had singing, Irish
dancing, hot and cold drinks and also
lots and lots of cakes. To raise extra
money, there was a raffle with lots of
wonderful prizes to be won which were

kindly donated by many businesses.
Thank you to all the people who made
cakes and donated money and prizes.
Also thank you to members of staff for
supporting year 2.
During MAD week a visitor came in
and explained the work of the
Foodbank to year 2.
To date, Year 2 raised £270 and
collected 260 items of food which was
delivered by some year 2 children and
Mrs Anderton. Mrs Anderton was that
moved by the work of the Foodbank
that she has set up a donation point
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Good mood food
During MAD week, Key Stage 2 Oakies
and Key Stage 2 Woodies decided to
raise money for the Shannon Bradshaw
Trust.

within school for any parent/carer to
drop off items needed by the
distribution centre which include
cordials, tinned fruit, shampoo and a
whole list of other things which can be
found outside Miss Howard’s classroom
if anyone wants to donate any more
items.

Key Stage 2 Oakies, ran a cafe every day
for the children and adults in Key Stage
2 at Oakwood. Everybody was happy
with the quality of the food being sold
and always wanted more. They chose
The Shannon Bradshaw trust because it
is a local and they care for children with
life threatening illnesses.

By Ellie Poole

The class was introduced to this charity
by going to visit the Shannon Bradshaw
Trust Community Centre and Café, next
to Great Sankey Police Station. All of
the children enjoyed their visit and
hope to go again. As well as looking at
how the café was run, they planted lots
of flowers and plants in a memorial
garden to Mrs Reilly’s mum. Mrs Reilly’s
aunty also helped them out and it was a
great success. The class even made it
into the Warrington Guardian the

“The raffle prizes were
really good and the

The Oaky Times

following week because of their hard
work!
Once back at school, they set up their
café and sold some great food to
children. Kimberly, a year three pupil,
explained to us that the food was
delicious and she would definitely get it
again. Another year three student
reported to us that the food was
amazing and she loved eating it. When
asked, in the queue, if the children and
adults like the food, everybody replied
with a yes. The children of KS2 Oakies
were happy with the profit made during the week, and this can be found
later on in The Young Apprentice Challenge results.

of kindness by allowing them to travel
for free as they were a large group and
he knew it was for charity! On returning
to school, hey then made their own
cakes, as can be seen in the pictures,
and then they sold them alongside the
crocheted goods, all profits going to
The Shannon Bradshaw Trust.
By Luci Gamble

Both KS2 Oakies and KS2 Woodies,
finished their week of good food off
with a cake sale. KS2 Woodies visited
Asda at Birchwood, by travelling on
the train to buy the ingredients. The
train driver displayed a random act

cakes were just
delicious! My favourite
was the lemon drizzle”
Mrs Reilly

Food for Thought

Oakwood Avenue pupils who
helped decorate the garden with

Our school is a COLLECTION POINT for Warrington Foodbank so if anybody needs a little help (which we all do now
and again) then come in and see Joanna Frank, who can
give you vouchers to use.

their teacher Mrs Barrow
Warrington Guardian
10th June 2015

Hermione Holbrook—year 6 child who
performed her Irish dancing routine
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A HERO’S STORY
Year 6 chose Help for Heroes as their
charity because this linked with their
topic of Global Conflict. Help for Heroes
helps people who have served in the
war and who were damaged both
mentally and physically. Help for Heroes
also helps them live an almost normal
life.
The year 6 teachers introduced the
charity by having a question and
answer session with an ex soldier who
retired because he is now paralyzed.
Tom (ex soldier, who now works for
Warrington) went to Afghanistan and
was badly injured, his spine suffered

The Oaky Times

Paw Dogs !

serious damage so that is why he can’t
walk and is in a wheelchair.
The children asked Tom many questions
about his time as a serving soldier and
they learnt a lot about what life has
been like for him since being injured.

Year 3’s chosen charity was Cheshire
Dogs’ Home. Mrs Berry, their teaching
assistant, found a stray dog outside in
the school car park and she brought the
dog onto the school playground.
During M.A.D week, the children went
onto the school playground to
investigate the stray dog that had been
found. They gathered around it and the
dog had a collar on but no tag. The
teacher asked the children if they
thought they recognised the dog and a
few pupils thought they did. It was from
this that they decided to bring in a tin of
dog food to donate to Cheshire dogs
home to help feed stray dogs, like the
one Mrs Berry had found.
One child said ‘’We’re raising money for
Cheshire Dogs’ Home’’ and another
child named Mia stated that their charity was helping them to learn all about
how Cheshire Dogs’ Home helps to find
loving homes for dogs. They work very
hard to make sure that all of the dogs
find a suitable family to go to. The dogs
are given a full assessment because

They also researched Help for Heroes
and each child produced a report about
the charity and its work and ways in
which they could raise further
awareness of this.
By Tay Nash and Jess Mottram

“I have found the
Global Conflict topic
really interesting
because I have learnt
about how war has a
bad impact on children
who are innocent”

The children in Year 6, as part of their topic work have been learning all about how conflict and war impacts on children’s lives. In
particular the focus has been on Syria. They have been watching
Newsround clips and found a fascinating piece on children before
and after war. In this photopied piece of work from Alisha Hollowell, comparisons have been made of children’s lives before and after
the war in Syria. This is our children being respectful and empathising with children in a much more difficult situation than them-
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Year 6 child

they are strays and this helps to decide
what home is right for them. It is about
finding the perfect partnership. At the
dogs’ home there are many different
types of breeds and character of dogs,
they have old, young, happy, jolly, waggy, bouncy, lazy, sleepy, fast, slow, tall
and small dogs. Every dog that leaves
them is microchipped, vaccinated and
has had a full health check.
As well as learning lots of facts about
the work of the dogs’ home, Year 3 children collected an amazing 87 items!
“It was so interesting to hear about how the
home looks after dogs”

By Sophie Ireland & Molly
Jones

Year 3 child
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Bind Us with Kindness
Year 4 children have been brilliant
during MAD week. They have decided
to focus on the charity ‘Random Acts of
Kindness’ which does exactly what it
says on the tin. Pushing people out of
their comfort zones, year 4 children
have been going around the school
leaving notes for people to ‘Be kind and
pass it on’, Miss Coates was left a note
to make sure that she bought Mrs Reilly
some healthy sweet snacks, Mr
Cunningham had to be kind to Mrs
Reilly for a day and Mrs Reilly had to
share her favourite food with someone.

that person! This was our Oaky 5 at its
best this week!

There were many other acts of random
kindness happening all over school and
when challenges were completed, they
were posted in a Kindness Club box
dotted around school and in that way
the kindness could be returned back to

By Luci Gamble

A year 4 child told us that they enjoyed
this charity because they got to be kind
and help others in secret!
Mrs Allen also took a group of children
out during MAD Week to Meadowside
Care Home. The children took along
crocheted blankets for the residents.
School received a letter saying that the
residents were overwhelmed by the
children’s kindness. A picture can be
seen below

“I loved the random
acts of kindness
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Disability Awareness
Year 5 had an assembly with a lady
named Julie from The Children’s
Adventure Farm Trust to introduce their
chosen charity. Julie asked the children
questions such as ‘Do you go on
holiday?’ Do you have a blanket at
night to keep you warm?’ and when
everyone answered yes, she told them
that the children who go to the Adventure Trust did not have this!
The Children's Adventure Farm Trust is
based at the beautiful Booth Bank Farm,
a 17th Century farmhouse set in the
heart of the Cheshire countryside. They
provide a variety of programmes for
terminally ill, disabled and disadvantaged children from all over the North
West. Each child is treated as an individual with their own strengths, likes and
dislikes, disability is never seen as a barrier to participation. They welcome
children from all social and ethnic
groups. (Taken from their website)
Later in the week, Naomi and Tom
visited from Warrington Disability

because we got to do
an assembly and sing
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Awareness in Warrington. Their visit
was to help us understand what it is like
to live with a disability. Naomi was born
with her disability of Cerebal Palsy and
Tom’s disability came later in life due to
an accident in Afghanistan. The children were allowed to ask questions
about what life is like.
Children then got the chance to play
seated volleyball and wheelchair basket
ball. While it was fun, children realised
that it was actually very hard and they
realised that people living with disability
must find it hard on a daily basis. Simple
things like getting dressed, putting
shoes on takes practice and a lot of
time. The simple things we take for
granted are very hard.
By Luci Gamble and Ellie Poole

“It made us realise how lucky we are
and that sometimes we moan about
things that aren’t important but
some children have to live every day
with hospital visits and surgery.”
Year 5 child

Count on Me by
Bruno Mars”
A year 4 child

Sending Oaky postcards

Leaving challenges for teachers

